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CLAIMS : 





What is claimed is: 

! A me thod in a data processing System for insuring 
delivery of an electronic document/ the method 

comprising: . 

receiving a request from a requestor to insure 

delivery of the electronic document; 

_ responsive to receiving th/ request, identifying a 
payment amount to insure delive/ry based on network 
characteristics of a network I which the electronic 
.GSSESrSTo be transmitted/ to form an identified 

payment amount; , elec tronic document 

sending an acknowledgment of the elec 

, tnr wh erein /he acknowledgment includes the 
to the requestor, wnerem m> 

identified payment amount/ and 

delivering the elec/ronic document in response to 
receiving a reply to th/ acknowledgment from the 
requestor accepting the/ identified payment amount. 

2 The method of cjiim 1 further comprising: 
pilling the req/estor in response to receiving a 

reply to the acknow/edgment accepting the identified 
payment amount . 

3 The method of claim 1, wherein the payment amount is 
received in a fo/m of electronic cash, a credit card 

25 charge, or a deb/it to an account. 



15 



20 



23 



Docket No. AUS920010527US1 



4 The method of claim 1, wherein /dentifying step 
includes taking into account a value of the electronxc 
document in addition to the network characteristics . 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein an identified value 
of the electronic document is r/ceived from the 
requestor . 

6 The method of claim 1, /herein the network 
characteristics includes at/least one of congestion on a 
network, network traffic characteristics, reliability of 
the network, and transmis/ions statistics for the 
network. 



7 The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

responsive to an /inability to deliver the electronxc 
document within a timl guaranteed, sending a payment to 
15 requestor. 



8. A method in a/data processing system for insuring 
delivery of an el/ctronic document, the method 
comprising: 

receiving J request from a requestor to insure 
delivery of the/electronic document; 

receiving/a delivery status of the electronic 

document; 

determining from the delivery status if the 
electronic d/cument has been timely delivered; and 

if the /electronic document has not been timely 
delivered, /compensating the requestor. 
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9 a method in a data processing systeul for insuring 
delivery of an electronic document, tne/method comprising 

co^nr^ qustem implemented/steps of: 
the data processing system xmpx / 

,.4.- „f a navihent for insurance 
receiving an indication of a payment 

* oi ^r-troAic document using a 

5 for a timely delivery of the electronic 

network; and , i_^r, 

providing insurance in respo/se to the indication 

wherein the parent is cased on Jt least one of networ 
traffic characteristics, networ/ congestion, reliability 
,0 properties of the network, val/e of the electronic 
document, and statistical tra^smittrves . 

10 The method of claim 9,/wherein the network includes 
at least one of an Interne/, an intranet, a virtual 
private network, and a wi<4e area network. 

15 u The method of clai/ 9, wherein the payment is one of 
\ de.it to an account ,/eiectronic cash, or a credit card 
charge . 

12 a method in a /ata processing system for insuring 
delivery of an ele/ronic document, the method comprising 
20 the data processi/g system implemented steps °^ 

receiving J indication of a payment for insurance 
for a timely descry of the electronic document using a 

network; and , „4-^„ 
providing/insurance in response to the indication, 

25 wherein the p/yment is based on at least a number of 
times a part/ to whom insurance is being provided has 
been paid i/surance proceeds for untimely delivery of 
electronic /documents. 
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13. A data processing system comprising: 
a bus system; 

a communications unit connect/ed to the bus system; 
a memory connected to the bu4 system, wherein the 
5 memory includes a set of instructions; and 

a processing unit connected to the bus system, 
wherein the processing unit executes the set of 
instructions to receive a West from a requestor to 
insure delivery of the electronic document; identxfy a 
10 payment amount to insure del/very based on network 

characteristics of a networ/ in which the electronxc 
document is to be transmitt/ed to from an identifxed 
payment amount in respons/ to receiving the request; send 
an acknowledgment of the Electronic document to the 
15 requestor, wherein the a/knowledgment includes the 

identified payment amou/t; and deliver the electronxc 
document in response tcf receiving a reply to the 
acknowledgment from thi requestor acceptxng the 
identified payment amount. 

20 14. A data processing system comprising: 
a bus system; 

a cor^unicatiois unit connected to the bus system; 
a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the 
memory includes a Jet of instructions; and 
25 a processing Lit connected to the bus system, 

wherein the processing unit executes the set of 
instructions to rlceive an indication of a payment for 
insurance for a Jimely delivery of the electronxc 
document using a network; and provide insurance rn 
30 response to the indication, wherein the payment is based 
on at least one of network traffic characteristics, 
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network congestion, reliability properties of the 
network, value of the electronic doc/ment, and 
statistical transmittives . 

15. A data processing system for /nsuring delivery of an 
5 electronic document, the data processing system 
comprising : 

receiving means for receiv/ng a request from a 
requestor to insure delivery of the electronic document; 
identifying means, responsive to receiving the 
10 request, for identifying a pa/yment amount to insure 

delivery based on network characteristics of a network rn 
which the electronic document is to be transmitted to 
form an identified payment /amount ; 

sending means for seeding an acknowledgment of the 
15 electronic document to thfe requestor, wherein the 

acknowledgment includes /he identified payment amount; 

and 

delivering means for delivering the electronic 
document in response Jo receiving a reply to the 
20 acknowledgment from the requestor accepting the 
identified payment arfiount . 



16 



The data proce/ 



ising system of claim 15 further 



comprising : 

billing means' for billing the requestor in response 
25 to receiving a reily to the acknowledgment accepting the 
identified paymei/t amount. 

17 The data processing system of claim 15, wherein the 
payment amount L received in a form of electronic cash, 
a credit card c/harge, or a debit to an account. 
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f Haiin 15, wherein 
18 . T he data process, system of clarfe . ^ 

identifying means includes taking W 
the electronic document in addition tj> the networ 
characteristics. 

• „ w .tem of/claim 18, wherein an 
iq ThP data processing system ol 
5 iLtif ied vail of t h e eiectroni/ decent is receded 
from the requestor. 

•™ ,vstei of claim 15, wherein the 
20 The data processing syste* or 

for the network. 

21 . Th e data processing/system of ciaim 15. herein t h e 
sending means is a first/ sending .eans and further 

15 comprising: / _ qWp to an inability to 

second sending me/ns, responsive to \ guar anteed, 
deliver the eiectroni/ document within a 9 
for sending a payment/ to requestor. 

22 fi data processing system for insuring delivery of an 

. on/ the data processing system 
electronic documeryt, the aaw H 

comprising: / receiving a n indication of a 

receiving m^ans for receiving 

7 ~ For a timely delivery of the 
payment for insurance for a timeiy 

electronic docf ent using a --ork; and 

providing/means for providing insurance P 
to the indication, wherein the payment « ^ ^ ^ 
1 ast one of /network traffic characteristics, network 
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congestion, reliability properties of the j/etwork, value 
of the electronic document, and statistical 
transmittives . 

23. The data processing system of cla/m 22, wherein the 
5 network includes at least one of an Lnternet, an 

intranet, a virtual private network,/ and a wide area 
network . 

' 24. The data processing system c/f claim 22, wherein the 
payment is one of a debit to an/account, electronic cash, 
10 or a credit card charge. 

25. A computer program prod/ct in a computer readable 
medium for insuring deliver/ of an electronic document, 
the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions tfr receiving a request from a 
15 requestor to insure delivery of the electronic document; 

second instructions', responsive to receiving the 
request, for identifying a payment amount to insure 
delivery based on netw/rk characteristics of a network in 
which the electronic document is to be transmitted to 
20 form an identified payment amount; 

third instructions for sending an acknowledgment of 
the electronic document to the requestor, wherein the 
acknowledgment incl/des the identified payment amount; 
and 

25 fourth instructions for delivering the electronic 

document in response to receiving a reply to the 
acknowledgment fr/>m the requestor accepting the 
identified payment amount. 
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26. A computer program produfct in a computer readable 
medium for insuring de/iver/ of an electronic document, 
the computer program product of: 

first instructions fibr receiving an indication of a 
payment for insurance f/r a timely delivery of the 
electronic document us/ng a network; and 

second instructions for providing insurance in 
response to the indication, wherein the payment is based 
on at least one of /network traffic characteristics, 
network congestio/, reliability properties of the 
network, value ol the electronic document, and 
statistical tra/smittives . 



